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Sitting Bull (c. 1831 – December 15, 1890) was a Hunkpapa Lakota holy man who led his people as a 
tribal chief during years of resistance to United States government policies. He was killed by Indian 
agency police on the Standing Rock Indian Reservation during an attempt to arrest him, at a time when 
authorities feared that he would join the Ghost Dance movement.

BeforeBefore the Battle of the Little Bighorn, Sitting Bull had a vision in which he saw the defeat of the 7th 
Cavalry under Lt. Col. George Armstrong Custer on June 25, 1876. Sitting Bull's leadership inspired his 
people to a major victory. Months after their victory at the battle, Sitting Bull and his group left the 
United States for Wood Mountain, North-West Territories (now Saskatchewan), where he remained until 
1881, at which time he and most of his band returned to US territory and surrendered to U.S. forces. A 
small remnant of his band under Chief Waŋblí Ǧí decided to stay at Wood Mountain.

AfterAfter working as a performer with Buffalo Bill's Wild West show, Sitting Bull returned to the Standing 
Rock Agency in South Dakota. Because of fears that he would use his influence to support the Ghost 
Dance movement, Indian Service agent James McLaughlin at Fort Yates ordered his arrest. During an 
ensuing struggle between Sitting Bull's followers and the agency police, Sitting Bull was shot in the side 
and head by Standing Rock policemen Lieutenant Bull Head (Tatankapah Lakota: Tȟatȟáŋka Pȟá) and 
Red Tomahawk (Marcelus Chankpidutah Lakota: "Čhaŋȟpí Dúta") after the police were fired upon by 
SittingSitting Bull's supporters. His body was taken to nearby Fort Yates for burial. In 1953, his Lakota family 
exhumed what were believed to be his remains, reburying them near Mobridge, South Dakota, near his 
birthplace.

Hunger and desperation eventually forced Sitting Bull, and 186 of his family and followers, to return to 
the United States and surrender on July 19, 1881. Sitting Bull had his young son Crow Foot surrender 
his Winchester lever-action carbine to Major David H. Brotherton, commanding officer of Fort Buford, 
Chief Sitting Bull said to Major David H. Brotherton, "I Takanka Iyotanka I wish it to be remembered 
that I was the last man of my tribe to surrender my rifle". To the Oglala Lakota's, Dakotas and Nakota. 
Foretold a message was bright to them with those words. "To surrender my rifle" the meaning in Lakota 
itit really say. " We have killed enough white man with your own rifle so I give this Rifle back to you,for 
Tunkasila Wakantanka (Grandfather Great Mystery) will use a different way to help us over come the 
white man. in the parlor of the Commanding Officer's Quarters in a ceremony the next day. He told the 
four soldiers, 20 warriors and other guests in the small room, that he wished to regard the soldiers and 
the white race as friends but he wanted to know who would teach his son the new ways of the world. 
Two weeks later, after waiting in vain for other members of his tribe to follow him from Canada, the 
ArmyArmy transferred Sitting Bull and his band to Fort Yates, the military post located adjacent to the Stand-
ing Rock Agency. This reservation straddles the present-day boundary between North and South Dakota.
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