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Howard Robard Hughes, Jr. (December 24, 1905 – April 5, 1976) was an American business tycoon, in-
vestor, aviator, aerospace engineer, inventor, filmmaker and philanthropist. During his lifetime, he was 
one of the wealthiest people in the world. As a maverick film tycoon, Hughes gained prominence in Hol-
lywood from the late 1920s, making big-budget and often controversial films like The Racket (1928), 
Hell's Angels (1930), Scarface (1932), and The Outlaw (1943).

Subsequently, he formed the Hughes Aircraft Company and hired numerous engineers and designers. He 
spent the rest of the 1930s setting multiple world air speed records, built the Hughes H-1 Racer and H-4 
"Hercules" (better known to history as the "Spruce Goose" aircraft), and acquired and expanded Trans 
World Airlines, which later merged with American Airlines.[4] He was included in the Flying magazine 
list of the 51 Heroes of Aviation, ranking at No. 25.[5] Hughes is also remembered for his eccentric be-
havior and reclusive lifestyle in later life, caused in part by a worsening obsessive–compulsive disorder 
(OCD) and chronic pain. His legacy is maintained through the Howard Hughes Medical Institute.(OCD) and chronic pain. His legacy is maintained through the Howard Hughes Medical Institute.

Hughes enjoyed a highly successful business career beyond engineering, aviation, and filmmaking, 
though many of his career endeavors involved varying entrepreneurial roles. The Summa Corporation 
was the name adopted for the business interests of Howard Hughes after he sold the tool division of 
Hughes Tool Company in 1972. The company serves as the principal holding company for Hughes's 
business ventures and investments. The company is primarily involved in aerospace and defense, elec-
tronics, mass media, manufacturing and hospitality industries, but has maintained a strong presence in a 
widewide variety of industries including real estate, hospitality, petroleum drilling and oilfield services, con-
sulting, entertainment, and mining. Much of his fortune was later used for philanthropic causes, notably 
towards health care and medical research.

Beyond extending his business prowess in the manufacturing, aviation, entertainment, and hospitality 
industries, Hughes was also deeply involved in the real estate industry where he amassed vast holdings 
of undeveloped land both in Las Vegas and in the desert surrounding the city that had gone unused 
during his lifetime. In 1968, the Hughes Tool Company purchased the North Las Vegas Air Terminal.

Originally known as Summa Corporation, The Howard Hughes Corporation was formed in 1972 when 
the oil tools business of Hughes Tool Company, then owned by Howard Hughes, Jr., was floated on the 
New York Stock Exchange under the Hughes Tool name. This forced the remaining businesses of the 
"original" Hughes Tool to adopt a new corporate name Summa. The name "Summa", Latin for "highest", 
was adopted without the approval of Hughes himself, who preferred to keep his own name on the busi-
ness and suggested HRH Properties (for Hughes Resorts and Hotels, and also his own initials).
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