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George Mason IV (December 11, 1725 – October 7, 1792) was an American Patriot, statesman 
and a delegate from Virginia to the U.S. Constitutional Convention. Along with James Madison, 
he is called the "Father of the United States Bill of Rights." For these reasons he is considered 
one of the "Founding Fathers" of the United States.

LikeLike anti-federalist Patrick Henry, Mason was a leader of those who pressed for the addition of 
explicit States rights and individual rights to the U.S. Constitution as a balance to the increased 
federal powers, and did not sign the document in part because it lacked such a statement. His ef-
forts eventually succeeded in convincing the Federalists to add the first ten amendments of the 
Constitution. These amendments, collectively known as the Bill of Rights, were based on the ear-
lier Virginia Declaration of Rights, which Mason had drafted in 1776.

On the issue of slavery, Mason walked a fine line. Although a slaveholder himself, he found slav-
ery distasteful for a variety of reasons. He wanted to ban further importation of slaves from 
Africa and prevent slavery from spreading to more states. However, he did not want the new fed-
eral government to attempt to ban slavery where it already existed, because he anticipated that 
such an act would be difficult and controversial.

An important issue for him in the convention was a Bill of Rights. George Mason suggested on 
September 12 the addition of a Bill of Rights to the Constitution modeled on previous state dec-
larations, and Elbridge Gerry of Massachusetts made it a formal motion, but the motion was de-
feated.  However, on September 17, 1797, He refused to sign the Constitution and returned to his 
native state as an outspoken opponent in the ratification contest.  One objection to the proposed 
Constitution was that it lacked a "declaration of rights." Mason felt that a declaration of rights 
was a necessity in order to curb federal overreach. 

As a delegate to Virginia's ratification convention, he helped lead anti-federalist faction along-
side Patrick Henry. The anti-federalists in Virginia opposed ratification without amendment. 
Among the proposed amendments were amendments relating to the preservation of rights. De-
spite Mason's efforts against ratification, Virginia ratified the Constitution in 1788. 

On December 15, 1791, the United States Bill of Rights, which was based primarily on George 
Mason's 1776 Virginia Declaration of Rights, was ratified in response to the agitation of Mason 
and others.
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