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George Catlett Marshall, Jr. (December 31, 1880 – October 16, 1959) was an American soldier 
and statesman famous for his leadership roles during World War II and the Cold War. He was 
Chief of Staff of the United States Army, Secretary of State, and the third Secretary of Defense. 
He was hailed as the "organizer of victory" by Winston Churchill for his leadership of the Allied 
victory in World War II. Marshall served as the United States Army Chief of Staff during the war 
and as the chief military adviser to President Franklin D. Roosevelt.

Marshall'sMarshall's name was given to the Marshall Plan, subsequent to a commencement address he pre-
sented as Secretary of State at Harvard University in the June of 1947. The speech recommended 
that the Europeans collectively create their own plan for rebuilding Europe after World War II 
noting, "It is logical that the United States should do whatever it is able to do to assist in the 
return of normal economic health in the world." The State Department developed most of the 
plan, and Truman was shrewd enough to let Marshall's name be attached to it. Unlike Truman, 
Marshall was widely admired by members of both political parties. Marshall received the Nobel 
PeacePeace Prize in 1953 for the plan, which was aimed at the economic recovery of Western Europe 
after World War II.

Marshall died at Walter Reed Hospital in Washington, D.C. on October 16, 1959. He was 78 
years old. He is interred at Arlington National Cemetery in Arlington, Virginia.

After leaving office, in a television interview, Harry S. Truman was asked who he thought was 
the American who had made the greatest contribution of the preceding thirty years. Without hesi-
tation, Truman picked Marshall, adding "I don't think in this age in which I have lived, that there 
has been a man who has been a greater administrator; a man with a knowledge of military affairs 
equal to General Marshall."

Orson Welles, in an interview with Dick Cavett, said that "Marshall is the greatest man I ever 
met... I think he was the greatest human being who was also a great man... He was a tremendous 
gentleman, an old fashioned institution which isn't with us anymore."
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