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GouverneurGouverneur Morris (January 31, 1752 – November 6, 1816) was an American statesman, a 
Founding Father of the United States, and a native of New York City who represented Pennsylva-
nia in the Constitutional Convention of 1787. He was a signatory to the Articles of Confedera-
tion. Morris was also an author of large sections of the Constitution of the United States and one 
of its signers. He is widely credited as the author of the document's preamble, and has been called 
the "Penman of the Constitution." In an era when most Americans thought of themselves as citi-
zens of their respective states, Morris advanced the idea of being a citizen of a single union of 
states.

His first name came from his mother, whose maiden name was Sarah Gouverneur from a Hugue-
not family that had first moved to Holland then to New Amsterdam. According to Abigail 
Adams, it was pronounced "governeer." A gifted scholar, Morris enrolled in 1764, at age 12, at 
King's College, now Columbia College of Columbia University in New York City. He graduated 
in 1768 and received a Master's degree in 1771.

During the Philadelphia Convention, he was a friend and ally of George Washington and others 
who favored a strong central government. Morris was elected to serve on a committee of five 
(chaired by William Samuel Johnson) who drafted the final language of the proposed constitu-
tion. Catherine Drinker Bowen, inMiracle at Philadelphia, called Morris the committee's "aman-
uensis," meaning that it was his pen that was responsible for most of the draft, as well as its final 
polished form.

It is said by some that Morris was "an aristocrat to the core," who believed that "there never was, 
nor ever will be a civilized Society without an Aristocracy". It is also alleged that he thought that 
common people were incapable of self-government because he feared that the poor would sell 
their votes to the rich, and that consequently, he thought that voting should be restricted to prop-
erty owners.
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