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MeriwetherMeriwether Lewis (August 18, 1774 – October 11, 1809) was an American explorer, soldier, politician, 
and public administrator, best known for his role as the leader of the Lewis and Clark Expedition, also 
known as the Corps of Discovery, with William Clark. Their mission was to explore the territory of the 
Louisiana Purchase, establish trade with, and sovereignty over the natives near the Missouri River, and 
claim the Pacific Northwest and Oregon Countryfor the United States before European nations. They 
also collected scientific data, and information on indigenous nations. President Thomas Jefferson ap-
pointedpointed him Governor of Upper Louisiana in 1806.  He died of gunshot wounds in what was either a 
murder or suicide, in 1809.

William Clark (August 1, 1770 – September 1, 1838) was an American explorer, soldier, Indian agent, 
and territorial governor.[1] A native of Virginia, he grew up in prestatehood Kentucky before later set-
tling in what became the state of Missouri. Clark was a planter and slaveholder.

Along with Meriwether Lewis, Clark helped lead the Lewis and Clark Expedition of 1803 to 1806 across 
the Louisiana Purchase to the Pacific Ocean, and claimed the Pacific Northwest for the United States. 
Before the expedition, he served in a militia and the United States Army. Afterward, he served in a mili-
tia and as governor of the Missouri Territory. From 1822 until his death in 1838, he served as Superinten-
dent of Indian Affairs.

The Lewis and Clark Expedition, also known as the Corps of Discovery Expedition, was the first Amer-
ican expedition to cross what is now the western portion of the United States, departing in May 1804, 
from near St. Louis on the Mississippi River, making their way westward through the continental divide 
to the Pacific coast.
The expedition was commissioned by President Thomas Jefferson shortly after the Louisiana Purchase 
in 1803, consisting of a select group of U.S. Army volunteers under the command of Captain Meriweth-
er Lewis and his close friend Second Lieutenant William Clark. Their perilous journey lasted from May 
1804 to September 1806. The primary objective was to explore and map the newly acquired territory, 
find a practical route across the Western half of the continent, and establish an American presence in this 
territory before Britain and other European powers tried to claim it.

The campaign's secondary objectives were scientific and economic: to study the area's plants, animal 
life, and geography, and establish trade with local Indian tribes. With maps, sketches, and journals in 
hand, the expedition returned to St. Louis to report their findings to Jefferson.
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